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Abstract

Cities show the clearest signs of unplanned climate modification. The quality of life is decreasing in many urban environments and several of these problems are directly or indirectly related to the climate of these cities. The situation is most pronounced in the less developed world and the tropics. This presentation will summarize current knowledge of urban influence on the local climate. The background needed to understand why the presence of a city changes the local atmospheric environment is explained and examples of modifications are given. Particular emphasis will be on the urban heat island phenomenon which will be illustrated with examples of research done locally in Singapore.
